My Field Experience: Laurel Elementary                                           Nadine Bliss
[bookmark: _Int_0DU5HLni]I will be seeing an elementary music class during my field experience. I want to become an elementary music teacher; I am excited to see how music education is taught to young students. This classroom setting will provide me with learning opportunities that I can apply to my own future teaching.
My goals for this field experience are to closely see the teacher's instructional methods, how the students engage and respond, and the overall classroom dynamics. I am excited to see how the teacher incorporates various activities, such as singing, movement, and instrument playing to different age groups. I also hope to gain a deeper understanding of managing the emotional requirements of young children.
While I am slightly nervous about going into an unfamiliar environment, I am also so excited. This field experience is going to be a major step in my journey towards becoming an elementary music teacher.
As I go into this field experience, I am excited and anxious. My primary goals are to immerse my self fully in the experience, learn management of young emotions, and lesson planning for multiple grades. I am excited to see the difference between the grades and the way she adapts, as I believe this will show me into the teaching and learning practices of this institution.
Through this experience, I hope to deepen my understanding of young education and emotional management, which I believe will be instrumental in shaping my own pedagogical approach. At the same time, I must admit that I harbor a few concerns, particularly about my teaching style matching up and wether or not this will change my life plan. However, I am ready to approach these challenges with an open mind and a willingness to learn.
[bookmark: _Int_MKHVK5BP][bookmark: _Int_KcGWG9LA][bookmark: _Int_ySX4SS38][bookmark: _Int_fypOvVVl]The Laurel Elementary School website communicates a strong commitment to academic excellence and student well-being. Phrases like "nurturing environment" and "whole-child approach" are repeated throughout, emphasizing the school's focus on not just test scores, but on developing the social, emotional, and physical needs of its students. The website highlights the school's strengths in STEM education and arts integration, suggesting a well-rounded curriculum that caters to a diverse range of interests and learning styles. Families and community members are shown as active partners in the educational process, with many opportunities highlighted for parent involvement and community engagement. The images and text on the website feature a diverse representation of students, teachers, and staff, reinforcing the school's inclusive and welcoming atmosphere. The overall "vibe" of Laurel Elementary is one of a nurturing, student-centered institution that is dedicated to empowering its learners and fostering a strong sense of community.
Student Activity Reflection
[bookmark: _Int_VSR0lUgz]We taught k-5 so many things differed, but some stayed the same. As soon as they stepped into the classroom the sung a song which had movements, call, and response. When the classes sat down, they would learn about there specific aims through song. With the younger grade k-2 her goals were just engagement. We would hide a frog behind someone is back and they had to sing if they had it. Music was turned into a game. As the grade got older 3-4 was learning rhythms and mallet instruments where again her goal is engagement. 5th grade was practicing memorization for their concert, and this was the first class she expected result from.
At Laurel Elementary there is a diverse and ever-changing population. Mrs.Kelly spoke both Spanish and English fluently and incorporated Spanish music and discussions about how hearing the various languages made students feel. Some kids mentioned the sense of comfort and understanding they felt while some said they did not like it because they did not understand it. She then brought up how they can enjoy different not verbal aspects of music and it creates a place where there is no judgment. 
Synthesis and Reflection
[bookmark: _Int_ubK3ewz6]Observing this class was an amazing experience that has changed my perspective on teaching and learning. The way Mrs.Kelly seamlessly integrated students' cultural identities into the curriculum, while also fostering a joyful and imaginative environment was amazing. I was excited to see how the students were encouraged to be kids. They jumped, danced, and sang and had so much fun while gaining not a necessary skill but a valuable one.
As I look at my future in the classroom, I am determined to incorporate similar strategies into my teaching practice. I have a deeper understanding of the value in validating and celebrating the unique identities of each student, and music is meant to be a fun escape from strict schooling, and she truly made that space. Moving forward I know the most important thing is to prioritize students' happiness, wonder, and freedom, recognizing that these elements are just as crucial to their development as the academic content. By creating a classroom that honors and uplifts diverse identities, I believe I can empower my future students to become confident, reflective, and empathetic people which the world can use more of.

Note
- Seeing an elementary music class as a future teacher
- Goals: Examine the teacher's pedagogical approaches, analyze student engagement, and gain insights for own teaching practice
- Excitement and nervousness about entering an unfamiliar environment, but seeing it as a valuable learning opportunity
- Seeing how the teacher engages students through singing, movement, and instrument-playing
- Gaining appreciation for managing the emotional needs of young children
- Concerns about how the experience may affect career plans, but keeping an open mindset
- Younger grades (K-2): Focus on engagement and creating a fun, interactive learning environment
- Older grades (3-4): More complex activities like learning rhythms and practicing instruments
- Teacher's deep understanding of students' emotional needs and creating an inclusive classroom
- Incorporating culturally responsive practices like Spanish music and language
- Deepened understanding of importance of emotional management and holistic development in teaching
- Inspired to emulate the teacher's approaches in own future practice
- Commitment to creating classroom environments that foster happiness, wonder, and freedom
- Belief that confirming diverse identities is crucial for empowering students

